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the family of Pam Tinker, mother 

of second grader, Lindsay. Dona-

tions in her memory may be made 

to the Tinker’s Children’s Trust 

Fund, 77 Winter Street, Lexington, 

MA 02420. 

Take care and enjoy the longer 

days! 

 

Jen TowleGeller 

Pam Hoffman 

PTA Co-Presidents 

Spring is here and that can only 

mean that there are a lot of exciting 

PTA happenings here at Estabrook.  

Mark your calendar for Saturday, 

May 19, 2007 because Estafest is 

coming.  Estafest is our bi-annual 

fun-filled spring fair.    Estafest has 

something for everyone in the fam-

ily so look in the Newsletter to find 

out more about Estafest. 

We had a very exciting general PTA 

meeting in February. As you may 

recall the meeting featured a brain-

storming session on the parking lot 

and traffic problems we encounter 

during drop-off and pick-up.   Thank 

you to everyone who came to help 

us identify problems and potential 

solutions.  We all agreed that having 

cars back into parking spaces when 

they come for pick up certainly 

helps.  Thank you to everyone who 

does back in. 

The Safety Committee, a sub-

committee of the Estabrook Site 

Council, will review the many great 

ideas that were generated during 

the meeting and start to put some of 

those ideas into action.  One idea 

that will be implemented as soon as 

the snow clears is to paint one or 

two cross walks from the school to 

the parking lot. This will make it 

much easier for everyone.  We’ll 

keep you posted on other improve-

ments as they are planned.  

International dance night was a huge 

success with over 100 families com-

ing together to learn some new steps. 

Stop by and see the photos on the 

bulletin board in the front hall. We 

appreciate all the extra things Mr. 

Banks does for our community in ad-

dition to teaching gym., We hope to 

see you at Family Fun Tonight for an 

evening of Bingo, snacks, and of 

course fun.  Coming in April there is 

the Science Fair, the Book Fair and a 

rally to increase state funding for our 

public schools.  Please read on for 

more information. 

Last week the Lexington School Com-

mittee finalized the budget for the 

upcoming school year.  It includes 

items that will need to be funded with 

an override.  Town Meeting will vote 

on whether or not to accept this 

budget toward the end of April.  If 

this budget is approved by the Town 

Meeting and the Selectmen concur, 

an override vote will be scheduled 

for early June.   In the next few weeks 

the School Committee will finalize 

what items will be cut from the 

budget if an override is not on the 

ballot or if it is, but doesn’t pass. We 

will keep you informed as we learn 

more.  Thank you to everyone who 

attended one of the recent School 

Committee meetings to either listen 

or voice your opinion.  

Our sincerest condolences go out to 
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Reminder:  The following Wednesdays will be half days and early release 

for students because of parent teacher conferences. 

 April 4

th

 and April 11

th

 

 Also on Friday, April 6

th

 there will be no school. 



 

Thanks go out to the many 

volunteers who helped 

make Family Math a suc-

cess for yet another year.  

During two weeks in Febru-

ary, 15-20 families in each 

grade from kindergarten 

through grade 5 enjoyed an 

evening of fun and games, 

all in the math.   Jellybeans 

were counted, balloons 

were popped and buttons 

were graphed!! Who knew 

math could be this much 

fun?! 

A special thanks to the par-

ents who organized and ran 

the evening events, includ-

ing Rachel Cortez, Mary-

Ann Partridge, Jim Courte-

manche, Linad Kukolich, 

Margaret Counts-Klebe, 

Kim Coburn, Debby Bart-

feld, Steve Conners, Joe 

Blatt, Jim Xiong, Sulochana 

Devadas and Ilona Griner. 

The Family Math Coordina-

tors: 

Mary Rose Scozzafava 

Nathanial McIntosh 

 

Another Successful Family Math 

Night! 
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Science Fair  

Force Base, a Rock and 

Mineral club, and our own 

Big Backyard and School-

yard Habitat programs. 

Please contact Lisa Kling at 

lkling@rcn.com or Mary 

Ann Partridge at mapar-

tidge@alum.mit.edu if you 

Over 110 students from all 

grades will display their 

projects at our Science Fair, 

to be held in the gym on 

Wednesday, April 11, from 

6:30 – 8:00 PM.  Please 

come and see the results of 

their hard work, as well as 

displays from Hanscom Air 

would like to help with final 

Science Fair preparations, 

or if you would like to be a 

“Visiting Scientist” at the 

Science Fair, and discuss 

their projects with 1 –3  

students assigned to you. 

 

Greenhouse Update  

get to see it.) 

So, while we are of course 

unhappy about the situa-

tion, we have decided to 

look on it as an opportunity 

to re-think and re-stock the 

Greenhouse.  If you have 

ideas or projects that you 

would like to see out there, 

please let us know – we’d 

be happy to help you set 

up. 

If there are children who 

have signed up for plant 

projects for the science fair, 

the Greenhouse could be a 

great place to work on 

them. 

If you are a plant-lover and 

The Greenhouse had a sad 

adventure over the recent 

vacation. 

You will notice that there is 

not much growing in there 

at this time, and you might 

see sad faces on some first 

graders. 

Unfortunately, heating pro-

pane was not delivered as 

expected, and the Green-

house heater shut down.  

This caused the freezing of 

many of the plants, and also 

the bursting of one of the 

water pipes.  The first grad-

ers lost most of their mari-

gold crop.  (Which was 

quite impressive before the 

disaster, in case you didn’t 

are looking for a way to get 

more involved in the Es-

tabrook community, the 

Greenhouse could be your 

way in. 

We are happy to hear from 

you. 

Greehouse Co-Chairs: 

Alex Dohan  at  amdo-

han@yahoo.com 

Beth Rogers at eliza-

bethsrogers@msn.com 

 

 

 

Look Who Got Caught Reading!  

celebrating Estabrook’s 

children’s love of  reading.  

If you are in the school 

check out the Get Caught 

We started this year’s read-

ing celebration with “Get 

Caught Reading” - our 

new event that builds on 

Reading bulletin board , 

right by the main office in 

the front lobby. 

19th Annual Read Aloud Day  

We are very lucky to have 

such a dedicated group of 

people with such interest-

ing and amazing careers, as 

part of our community. 

Ranging from Police Offi-

cers to Aeronautic and 

Space Engineer’s, State 

Representatives to Doctors.  

They talked to the kids 

about what they do/did for 

a living, they read and then 

On March 14th we held 

Estabrook’s 19

th

 annual 

Read-Aloud-Day.  Readers 

came in all day long begin-

ning at 9am and ending at 

3pm. 

We had a wonderful assort-

ment of readers from our 

Lexington community, vol-

unteer their time to come in 

and read to our children. 

answered questions either 

about the book or their pro-

fessions. 

If you have not heard about 

this day from your child, 

catch up by looking below 

to see who read to your 

child’s class. 

Kamala Soparkar 

Saeeda Adamjee 

Mrs. Berenson K Mr. Tom Griffiths, School Committee   

K. Vale K Mr. Norm Cohen, Selectman   

Mrs. Linton   K Rev. Polly Guild, UU Minister   

K. Gibson K Mrs. Judy Kelley, Dir. Hancock Nursery School  

R.Quebec G1 Ms. Ruth Lynn, Children’s Librarian 

B.Ray G1 Prof. Dick Battin, Prof. MIT 

N.J.Wilson G1 Dr. Dan Palant, Pediatrician  

J.Chechile G2 Rep. Jay Kaufman, State Rep.  

H. Kramer G2 Mr. Fred Brinklow, Estabrook Cust.  

P. Lam G2 Capt. Corr, Lex. Police Dept. 

Mrs. Barker   G3 Ms. Susan Bennet, Exec. Dir. Lex. Hist. Soc.  

Mrs. Hauser   G3 Ms. Jennifer Shore, Math Tutor - Estabrook  

Mrs. Durkin*   G3 Mr. Tom Griffiths, School Committee 

A. Robertson G3 Ms. Alice DelDonno, Hayden Rec. Dept.  

Ms. Kim   G4 Ms. Carol Pilarski, Asst. to Sup.   

Mrs. Bourret   G4 Ms. Carol Gregroy, Dir. Human Res. LPS  

Mrs. Neufeld   G4 Dr. Paul Ash, Supt. LPS 

J. Richardson G5 Mr. Vito LaMura, LEA  

K. Marsh  G5 Dr. Lynne Sarasin, Depty. Sup. LPS 

Ms. Pelletier  G5 Ms. Sandy Pike, Aide - Estabrook 

M. Zottoli/Hersh G5 Rev. Peter Meek, UCC Minister 
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As always volunteers are 

needed to make this event 

a success - Please contact 

Liz Foley at 

elizfoley@comcast.net  if 

you would like to volunteer 

for this fun event. All volun-

teers who work a 2 hour 

shift will receive a 10% 

discount on all their pur-

chases. 

This year we will be ac-

cepting credit cards (adults 

only)as well as checks and 

cash.   You can  pre-order 

gift certificates for your 

children to prevent lost 

envelopes. Complete the 

form below and return it to 

the office with a check 

made out to ESTABROOK  

PTA and the gift certificate 

will be waiting for your 

child/teacher at the book 

fair. 

As part of the PTA’s ongo-

ing book donation drive, 

there will be a donation 

box  for books your chil-

dren have out grown. Look  

for the yellow box and shed 

a few of your old  books 

while shopping for some 

new. 

See you at the book fair!  

Book Fair Chairpersons: 

Bonnie Brown 

Liz Foley 

Tricia Rowe                                       

Book Fair Hours: 

Mon 4/9 9 - 4 pm 

Tue 4/10 8 - 4 pm                                                                 

Wed 4/11 8 - 4 pm 

 & 5 - 8 pm 

 Thu 4/12 8 - 11 am 

Estabrook Book Fair 

It’s that time of year 

again.... The Annual Es-

tabrook Book Fair will take 

place beginning Monday, 

April 9th and continue 

through Thursday, April 

12

th

. We will also be open 

on Wednesday evening, 

April 11th, during the Sci-

ence Fair.  Children will 

attend with their class, and 

as always parents are in-

vited to stop by anytime. 

This year we are lucky to 

have a new vendor  - Book 

Ends who runs a wonderful 

store in Winchester .  They 

are providing a wider se-

lection of books than we’ve 

ever had including an ex-

panded adult titles section. 

They’ve also provided a 

generous incentive to make 

this our best Book Fair 

ever- 

The Library will receive  

$500 extra dollars if we 

reach $12,000 in sales! 

The Estabrook Library re-

ceives 25% of the gross 

sales from its Annual Book 

Fair.  The Book Fair is a 

primary funding source for 

the library to get new 

books and other materials 

for our students. Over the 

last 6 years we have hov-

ered around $11,000 in 

sales.  This year if we ex-

ceed $12,000, the Library 

will receive its percentage 

PLUS a $500 Bonus.  We 

only need $76 more than 

last year to reach that goal. 

Let’s tip the scales by a few 

hundred dollars this year 

and help the Library.  Re-

member our vendor, Book 

Ends in Winchester Center, 

has a store front where gift 

certificates can be re-

deemed – so they make 

great presents. Take this 

opportunity to stock up on 

April vacation and summer 

reading while helping to 

support the Estabrook li-

brary. 
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Welcoming Committee 

The Estabrook PTA’s Wel-

coming Committee was 

created to help support 

new families arriving in our 

community.  We offer tran-

sition assistance to all new 

Estabrook families.  We 

organize a welcoming 

event late in the summer 

and at Back to School Night 

in September and provide 

information on school and 

community resources.  Ad-

ditionally, we offer transla-

tion assistance to families 

from non-English speaking 

countries. 

The Welcoming Committee 

meets informally through-

out the school year and we 

keep each other up-to-date 

via email.  We truly wel-

come and appreciate any 

amount of time and effort 

you would like to offer. 

If you would like to help or 

learn more, please contact 

Miko Brais at 781-860-9196  

or email her at miko-

mai@rcn.com or Helen 

Galanopoulos at 781-259-

4278  or email her at lena-

mar@rcn.com. 

 

Box Tops 4 Education Contest Starts 

April 1st! 

The PTA is sponsoring an-

other  Box Tops for Educa-

tion Spring Contest starting 

April 1

st

 and ending May 

15

th.  

 

Please have your friends 

and family clip & collect 

Box Tops and send them to 

school in a baggie labeled 

with your child (ren) grade 

level and we will take it 

from there.  Like our Fall 

Contest the PTA will post 

results weekly and an-

nounce the winners. 

The grade level with the 

most Box Tops will get to 

pick a prize for the 

classes.   

Clip those Box Tops and 

thank you from the PTA! 

Remodeling Your Kitchen? 

The Estabrook Teachers' 

Lounge needs a refrigera-

tor and microwave to re-

place the almost defunct 

appliances our teachers 

have been  using for years 

to store and heat their 

lunches.  If you have extra   

appliances and would like 

to make a tax-deductible 

donation to help   

our teachers, please con-

tact either Jen Geller at 

jentg@verizon.net or   

Pam Hoffman at pwhoff-

man@rcn.com. Thank you! 

 

Fundraising Ideas? 

Do you have any new fund-

raising ideas? Are you tired 

of the Gift Wrap sale in the 

fall? Would you rather just 

make a donation instead of 

ordering wrapping paper?  

Or perhaps you have ideas 

to help us raise money in a 

completely different way.  

The PTA Executive Board 

has been brainstorming 

some possible options for 

next year and would love 

your input. One idea we are 

considering is hosting an 

adult only evening that 

could be a Casino Night 

theme with a silent auction 

piece.  Hastings recently 

held such an event and 

everyone had a great time.  

Other ideas include a 

school wide Read-a-Thon, 

or an Estabrook Commu-

nity Yard Sale. As the 

school budgets continue to 

tighten the donations the 

PTA makes to the school 

become even more impor-

tant.  Please help us put the 

FUN back in fundraising 

and send your suggestions 

to any of the board mem-

bers.  Thank you! 
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Estabrook PTA co-sponsors this year’s 

School Funding Rally and Lobby Day 

on Beacon Hill 

more than 1,000 citizens 

(including 150 from Lexing-

ton) from more than 50 

communities gathered on 

Boston Common, and more 

than 340 rally-goers met 

with legislators to deliver a 

clear message: No more 

cuts to schools!   

After four years of cuts in 

state funding for public 

education -- cuts deeper 

than those made by any 

other state -- Stand for Chil-

dren members in Massa-

chusetts helped raise the 

state education budget by 

more than $125 million. 

State Representative Robert 

DeLeo, Chair of the House 

Ways and Means Commit-

tee, said, “Stand for Chil-

dren played an instrumen-

tal role in showing strong 

citizen support for educa-

tion. Nothing helps further 

our shared goal of improv-

ing public schools more 

than active community par-

ticipation. Your voice mat-

ters and makes a tremen-

dous difference for our chil-

dren.”  

On June 30, 2006 the House 

and Senate passed a 

budget that included an 

unanticipated $216.6 mil-

lion increase in Chapter 70 

education funding  — $125 

million more than anyone 

had proposed before the 

rally — along with other 

improvements to the fund-

ing structure, which include 

more fully accounting for 

inflation and more accu-

rately recognizing the costs 

of English Language Learn-

ers, low-income students, 

and students who require 

special education services.  

Although the budget was 

ultimately increased, it was 

still not enough to cover 

increasing costs and un-

funded state and federal 

mandates. 

For more information or to 

sign up for the Rally, please 

contact Pam Hoffman at 

pwhoffman@rcn.com. 

Please join concerned par-

ents and citizens from Lex-

ington and across the state 

for the School Funding Rally 

and Lobby Day, Wednes-

day, April 25 from 12:30 – 

1:30, at the State House and 

on the Boston Common.   

This year, the Estabrook 

School PTA, along with 

other Lexington PTAs, is 

proud to endorse Stand for 

Children's school funding 

rally and lobby day. The 

theme of this year’s state 

campaign is “Build the 

Foundation”; it will focus on 

long-term education reform 

and short-term relief to 

cities and towns, with in-

creased state aid to public 

schools.  Buses will be pro-

vided from Lexington and 

will return in time for 

school pick-up.  Children 

are welcome.  Over 30 Lex-

ington children attended 

last year.  

Last spring, in a similar 

rally organized by Massa-

chusetts Stand for Children, 
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Our Heartfelt Thanks to ... 

Mary Rose Scozzafava and Nathanial McIntosh for organizing Estabrook’s Family Math Nights. 

Saedda Carrimjee and Kamala Soparkar for all of their hard work on Read-Aloud Day and Get Caught Reading. 

Althea McDonald for her efforts on the 5

th

 grade yearbook. 

 Rachel Cortez, Jesse Richardson, and Mr. Banks for a wonderful International Dance Night. 

 Kim Coburn and Kim Johnson for chairing Estafest! 

Terre Oram for helping out with Kindergarten Orientation. 

 Lisa Kling for handling all of the Estafest List Serve. 

Anyone and everyone who contributed to our school community during the past month. If we forgot to mention 

you by name please let us know. We’ll be sure to include you in the next issue of the PTA Newsletter. 
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Do You Love Fish? 

Our Estabrook Webmaster 

would love to hear your 

thoughts about improving 

our website. If you have 

any exciting ideas and 

would be interested on 

working on this project 

please contact us.  We are 

looking for content and 

design ideas.  You do not 

need any technical exper-

tise. 

Also if creativity and bulle-

tin boards are your thing 

(and even they aren’t), the 

PTA would love for some-

one to help make our Bulle-

tin Board more exciting and 

be a better source of Es-

tabrook and community 

news.  Email or call Jen 

Geller 781-862-6270 

jentg@verizon.net or Pam 

Hoffman 781-862-1434 

pwhoffman@rcn.com . 

the past 3 years.  Unfortu-

nately, we won't be at Es-

tabrook next 

year and are looking for a 

family to take over.  No 

prior experience 

needed.  Will train.  If inter-

ested, please email Melba 

Chin at mely-

chin@gmail.com 

or call 781-862-2280 in the 

evenings.  

The fishes in the school 

library are looking for a 

new "Fish Family". 

We have enjoyed learning 

about and taking care of the 

fish for  

clude: 

 Themed dinner parties 

 Creative cocktail hours 

 Monthly homemade 

cookie baskets/picnic din-

ners/delivered dinners 

 Handyman help with 

your specific expertise - 

painting, hanging pictures, 

fixtures, fixin' things 

 Arts and Crafty things - 

scrapbooking, organizing 

photos - in albums or digi-

tally 

 Home decorating - cur-

tains, accessories, painting 

 Photography 

 Tutoring 

 Babysitting 

 Landscap-

ing/yardwork/gardening - 

help someone start that 

vegetable garden they al-

ways wanted! 

 Know any local celebri-

ties?  Figure out how to get 

them involved to help our 

cause! 

Dream it up!  What is your 

passion or talent and let's 

market it for the Estafest 

Silent Auction!    These 

items usually end up being 

some of the most fun and 

profitable for the school!  

Estafest Silent Auction leg-

end includes stories of 

themed dinner parties be-

ing doubled in size just to 

appease the competitive 

bidders - just think of those 

dollars going to the PTA to 

improve your child's school 

experience.   

 

This is a fun way for you to 

volunteer AND contribute 

to our fundraising efforts! 

Here is your chance to be 

creative and help us ex-

pand beyond the traditional 

offerings of the Silent Auc-

tion!  We all love to bid on 

the restaurant gift certifi-

cates or the shopping 

sprees at our local retail-

ers.  But think of that 

unique, one of a kind offer-

ing that only YOU can pro-

vide.  Teachers offer up 

their own creative events 

sharing their own time and 

talents for you to bid on for 

your children...now it's 

your turn to offer your own 

special talents to the Es-

tabrook community and 

build our fundraising po-

tential!! 

You have the talent - some-

one will pay for it.  Some 

examples of our parents' 

donations in years past in-

Estafest Silent Auction…. 

Estabrook Website or PTA Bulletin 

Board 

 

Ideas 

for... 




