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Spring is here and that can only
mean that there are a lot of exciting
PTA happenings here at Estabrook.
Mark your calendar for Saturday,
May 19, 2007 because Estafest is
coming. Estafest is our bi-annual
fun-filled spring fair. Estafest has
something for everyone in the fam-
ily so look in the Newsletter to find
out more about Estafest.

We had a very exciting general PTA
meeting in February. As you may
recall the meeting featured a brain-
storming session on the parking lot
and traffic problems we encounter
during drop-off and pick-up. Thank
you to everyone who came to help
us identify problems and potential
solutions. We all agreed that having
cars back into parking spaces when
they come for pick up certainly
helps. Thank you to everyone who
does back in.

The Safety Committee, a sub-
committee of the Estabrook Site
Council, will review the many great
ideas that were generated during
the meeting and start to put some of
those ideas into action. One idea
that will be implemented as soon as
the snow clears is to paint one or
two cross walks from the school to
the parking lot. This will make it
much easier for everyone. We’ll
keep you posted on other improve-
ments as they are planned.

April 4™ and April 11%

Co-Presidents’ Letter

International dance night was a huge
success with over 100 families com-
ing together to learn some new steps.
Stop by and see the photos on the
bulletin board in the front hall. We
appreciate all the extra things Mr.
Banks does for our community in ad-
dition to teaching gym., We hope to
see you at Family Fun Tonight for an
evening of Bingo, snacks, and of
course fun. Coming in April there is
the Science Fair, the Book Fair and a
rally to increase state funding for our
public schools. Please read on for
more information.

Last week the Lexington School Com-
mittee finalized the budget for the
upcoming school year. It includes
items that will need to be funded with
an override. Town Meeting will vote
on whether or not to accept this
budget toward the end of April. If
this budget is approved by the Town
Meeting and the Selectmen concur,
an override vote will be scheduled
for early June. In the nextfew weeks
the School Committee will finalize
what items will be cut from the
budget if an override is not on the
ballot or if it is, but doesn’t pass. We
will keep you informed as we learn
more. Thank you to everyone who
attended one of the recent School
Committee meetings to either listen
or voice your opinion.

Our sincerest condolences go out to

: Reminder: The following Wednesdays will be half days and early release
for students because of parent teacher conferences.

Also on Friday, April 6® there will be no school.

the family of Pam Tinker, mother
of second grader, Lindsay. Dona-
tions in her memory may be made
to the Tinker’s Children’s Trust
Fund, 77 Winter Street, Lexington,
MA 02420.

Take care and enjoy the longer
days!

Jen TowleGeller
Pam Hoffman
PTA Co-Presidents
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Another Successful Family Math

Night!

Thanks go out to the many
volunteers who helped
make Family Math a suc-
cess for yet another year.
During two weeks in Febru-
ary, 15-20 families in each
grade from kindergarten
through grade 5 enjoyed an
evening of fun and games,
all in the math. Jellybeans
were counted, balloons

Science Fair

Over 110 students from all
grades will display their
projects at our Science Fair,
to be held in the gym on
Wednesday, April 11, from
6:30 — 8:00 PM. Please
come and see the results of
their hard work, as well as
displays from Hanscom Air

were popped and buttons
were graphed!! Who knew
math could be this much
fun?!

A special thanks to the par-
ents who organized and ran
the evening events, includ-
ing Rachel Cortez, Mary-
Ann Partridge, Jim Courte-
manche, Linad Kukolich,
Margaret Counts-Klebe,

Force Base, a Rock and
Mineral club, and our own
Big Backyard and School-
yard Habitat programs.

Please contact Lisa Kling at

Ikling@rcn.com or Mary

Ann Partridge at mapar-
tidge@alum.mit.edu if you

Greenhouse Update

The Greenhouse had a sad
adventure over the recent
vacation.

You will notice that there is
not much growing in there
at this time, and you might
see sad faces on some first
graders.

Unfortunately, heating pro-
pane was not delivered as
expected, and the Green-
house heater shut down.
This caused the freezing of
many of the plants, and also
the bursting of one of the
water pipes. The first grad-
ers lost most of their mari-
gold crop. (Which was
quite impressive before the
disaster, in case you didn’t

get to see it.)

So, while we are of course
unhappy about the situa-
tion, we have decided to
look on it as an opportunity
to re-think and re-stock the
Greenhouse. If you have
ideas or projects that you
would like to see out there,
please let us know — we’d
be happy to help you set

up.

If there are children who
have signed up for plant
projects for the science fair,
the Greenhouse could be a
great place to work on
them.

If you are a plant-lover and

Kim Coburn, Debby Bart-
feld, Steve Conners, Joe
Blatt, Jim Xiong, Sulochana
Devadas and Ilona Griner.

The Family Math Coordina-
tors:

Mary Rose Scozzafava

Nathanial McIntosh

would like to help with final
Science Fair preparations,
or if you would like to be a
“Visiting Scientist” at the
Science Fair, and discuss
their projects with 1 -3
students assigned to you.

are looking for a way to get
more involved in the Es-
tabrook community, the
Greenhouse could be your
way in.

We are happy to hear from
you.

Greehouse Co-Chairs:

Alex Dohan at amdo-

han@yahoo.com

Beth Rogers at eliza-

bethsrogers@msn.com




