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As always, we welcome your 

ideas and value your suggestions. 

In the meantime stay warm! 

Jen Towle Geller 

PTA Co-President 

(781) 862-6270 

jentg@verizon.net 

 

Pam Hoffman 

PTA Co-President 

(781) 862-1434 

pwhoffman@rcn.com 

The weather has finally turned cold 

enough to keep us at home bundled 

up.  We are doing our best to give 

you many reasons to venture out-

side and brave the cold in support 

of Estabrook!  At our PTA meeting 

last week we tried something new.  

We read the article “The New First 

Grade:  Too Much Too Soon”, then 

had a lively discussion about the 

issues it raised.  Martha Batten 

(Estabrook principal), Sharon Burr 

(reading specialist and former first 

grade teacher) and Becky Linton 

(kindergarten teacher) helped us 

understand how teaching and class-

room expectations have changed 

over the years.  Parents also shared 

their experiences and raised inter-

esting questions.  We will continue 

to look for interesting articles which 

we can read and discuss together.  

Thank you to everyone who partici-

pated. 

Earlier this week we hope you par-

ticipated in Estabrook’s annual in-

ternational potluck dinner.   This 

past Tuesday evening, the Es-

tabrook community came together 

to celebrate our different cultures 

and traditions. Everyone enjoyed 

delicious food originating from 

many different countries, interna-

tional games, crafts, and entertain-

ment throughout the evening. This 

event gives us the opportunity to 

learn a little bit more about each 

other’s customs and sample some 

wonderful food we may not normally 

have the chance to try.  Estabrook 

has families from over 20 countries, 

and our students and their families 

speak over 25 different languages.   

We are lucky to have such an inter-

national community and look forward 

to more opportunities to share and 

learn about our different cultures. 

As we glance ahead to February and 

beyond, we have many more school-

wide activities to look forward to:   

the science fair, planning meetings 

for Estafest! and much more.  On 

Tuesday morning, January 30th 

there will be a welcome back coffee 

for Mrs. Hauser at 8:30. In Lexington 

February is also the time when local 

political campaigns get underway.  

On Monday, March 5

th

, we will go to 

the polls to elect Lexington residents 

to serve in many capacities in our 

local government.  Both the Board of 

Selectmen and the School Committee 

have two seats available with incum-

bents and new candidates running.  

At least seven Town Meeting mem-

bers will be elected from each pre-

cinct and many other positions are up 

for grabs as well.   We encourage 

you to meet the candidates and be-

come informed by attending a coffee 

or one of the public candidate fo-

rums.  Here is your chance to elect 

the candidates who most share your 

values. 

Our grant program for the teachers is 

well underway.   We have received a 

number of requests from the staff and 

will be processing them within the 

next few weeks.  If you are aware of 

any teacher or specialist who could 

use some funding for a school project 

or materials, please have them con-

tact one of us.  We would like to help 

our faculty get what they need to do 

their jobs! 
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